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Language Barrier

While students enjoy lma‘gﬁ“dmlaportumtlgds , fliey sa1d tlia?they find classes unengaging
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/ ture, freshman I[sabel Flessas decided

J 710 take Chinese when she entered

/ sixth grade,

/ “Ithink Chinese 15 really interest-

08" she said "1 took it because | wanted

to take something different from what
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she explained.
*1 wish that there was more inter-
personal speaking (activities], because

eeking to explore an unfamiliar cul-

being able to talk to other people because
it won't be applied as much in a foreign

most of the time we just have to memorize
dralogues. ! feel like that is not as uscful as
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GERSHMAN , to learn he”
en A
should incorporate march‘!ctwitm and | ent in French, Sours chose to take Spanish
rely less on its textbook. atnd \_qgher third language. i
he goal of ¥ language “Léeehithe some students don't m/ S he S -

program is (o prepare students for real
life situations, Spanish teacher Viviana
Planine said.

“The goal would be that you com-
municate and then can use it in real lifdy —

W most people w -
Y oo Ple were taking as a language” language speaking situation,” she said.

! M a:tm:m uilhe class’s curriculum and . Sepio .‘hwhacl Garb took Russian as  like if you go to Spain and you need to
ever 5 = a non-m speaker. After five years,he  a ticket to go somewhere or go to the store
iy Exnl_ DS i sald that he still did not under-  to shop for something apjrytuBiod," she
eficial 1o po.  standalot of Russian. sald.
the stu- A N *1 could read a Some students find language classes

\ dents '8 childrensbook,but1had  unengaging because of the level of dif-
b = 00 Jdea what the childrerfs  ficulty, sophomore Colin Chen said.
book was saying. I could “To be honest, I thought it was
only recognize a few boring before becat lr.wul 0 easy for
words?” be said. 1 n. Now
Freshman that it's more of a challenge; it seems more
Shoshi Gordon Interesting XhEHEd. A, ﬁm:,l,,
agreed and ‘The difficulty of a class does not al-
smiddifither  ways correspond with the level of interest
French and intrigue, Gordon said.
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“[Easier classes are] not that engag-
Ingbut I think it's because people think 6f
.* “tpieweny that easy classes can't be as fun
and engaging as harder classes,” she said.
Students have the power to make
2 class more interesting and useful,
sophomore Eva Sours said. Already flu-
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really take it seriously. They just want
get language credit feel like the teachers
are doing what they can to make the class
{nteresting with-games-to-study-with or

Justin genera

\=she-sard.
Planine agreed and said that the gimespher of &
class depends on the students’ passion and

involvement.
“Some kids enjoy it a lot. You can

see they have a passion for it. They like to pere
communicat d !
they en| 't unfo hi's line
natelyJt depends on how you are,[she
said>D

Even though some students may

find language classes uninteresting, each
class explores a new culture, while creating
a good environment, Sours said.

*It’s interesting to learn a language
with students you know. I guess it's a way

to bond,” she said. “You can learn 4 \
people and culture in hngnagﬁ“_\\ l'ﬂ“/ 4
think that's something really i ¢ M
-that-¢hould be-taught”

Additional reporting by Ella Biggs and
Rayna Song
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